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In 2019, Honduras made a moderate advancement 
in efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. 
The government established reciprocal referral 
mechanisms to ensure child laborers and victims of 
child-related crimes receive access to social services. 
It also began implementing its new National Labor 
Inspection Strategy, which includes monitoring and 
evaluation of child labor-specific inspections and 
identifies child labor as an enforcement priority. 
Furthermore, government agencies coordinated to 
conduct multiple joint operations targeting child 
labor in San Pedro Sula and Cortes. However, children in Honduras engage in the worst forms of child labor, 
including in commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as a result of human trafficking, and use in illicit 
activities, including selling and trafficking drugs. Children also engage in child labor in the production of coffee 
and melons. Labor and criminal law enforcement agencies lacked financial and human resources and the 
government did not adequately report comprehensive data related to its criminal law enforcement efforts. 
In addition, the government’s social programs that address child labor in agriculture have not addressed 
the problem nationwide, and the government lacks social programs to eliminate child labor in other sectors, 
including fishing, mining, and domestic work.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR
Children in Honduras engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in commercial sexual exploitation, 
sometimes as a result of human trafficking, and use in illicit activities, including selling and trafficking drugs. 
Children also engage in child labor in the production of coffee and melons. (1-5) Table 1 provides key indicators 
on children’s work and education in Honduras.

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and 
Education
Children Age Percent
Working (% and population) 5 to 14 10.6 (199,954)
Attending School (%) 5 to 14 85.6
Combining Work and School (%) 7 to 14 7.5
Primary Completion Rate (%) N/A 81.6

Source for primary completion rate: Data from 2017, published by UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics, 2020. (6)     
Source for all other data: International Labor Organization’s analysis of statistics 
from Encuesta Permanente de Hogares de Propósitos Múltiples (EPHPM), 
2018. (7)    

Based on a review of available information, Table 2 provides an overview of children’s work by sector and activity.

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity
Sector/Industry Activity
Agriculture Production of melon, coffee, corn, and okra (8-13)   

Harvesting mollusks† and shrimp (12,14,15)   
Fishing, including working as divers’ assistants,† and diving for lobster† (2,4,5,16)     

Industry Quarrying limestone† and production of lime† (17)  
Artisanal mining† (18,19)   
Production and sale of fireworks† (20-24)   
Construction,† activities unknown (1,2,4,10,25,26)        

Figure 1. Working Children by Sector,  
Ages 5-14
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Sector/Industry Activity
Services Washing car windows, begging, vending, and performing† on the streets for tips (1,4,22,25,27-29)     

Work in repair shops,† including in mechanical repair† (25)  
Scavenging in garbage dumps† (28,30,31)   
Work in hotels and laundromats, activities unknown (25,28)  
Domestic work† (10,28)    

Categorical Worst 
Forms of Child 
Labor‡

Commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as a result of human trafficking (4,5,32,33)     
Use in illicit activities, including by gangs in committing homicides, extortion, selling and trafficking drugs, and in forced 
commercial sexual exploitation (1,4,22,26,34-36)   
Forced begging, street vending, and domestic service (4,5,22,37)  
Forced labor in fishing, mining, construction, and in the service industry (5)  

† Determined by national law or regulation as hazardous and, as such, relevant to Article 3(d) of ILO C. 182. 
‡ Child labor understood as the worst forms of child labor per se under Article 3(a)–(c) of ILO C. 182.  

Children in Honduras are subject to commercial sexual exploitation by family members and friends. (4,5) 
Children are also forced to work as street vendors and domestic servants. Gangs force children to commit 
extortion and murder, engage in prostitution, transport weapons, traffic drugs, and serve as lookouts. (4,5) In 
addition, Honduras is a destination country for child sex tourists from the United States and Canada. (5)  

In 2019, Honduras’ National Institute of Statistics published updated data on child labor which showed that 
364,765 children between the ages of 5 and 17 were working in 2019, with 67 percent working in rural areas 
and over half engaged in labor in agriculture. (4) Reports indicate that children from indigenous and African-
descendant groups are particularly vulnerable to child labor, including its worst forms. (1,32,35,38) Boys from 
the Miskito Afro-descendant community are vulnerable to forced labor in fishing, mining, construction, hospitality, 
and in the service sector. (5) Children who lack economic and educational opportunities are the most vulnerable 
to child labor and are among the most likely to migrate to other countries. Once en route, migrant children are 
vulnerable to human trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation. (32,33,39)    

In Honduras, access to education is often limited, and some reports indicate that 220,000 to 1.5 million children 
around the country lack access to education. More than 75 percent of these children live in rural areas, 
where the lack of funding for schools, and in many cases lack of secondary schools, remains a problem. (1,36) 
Furthermore, some families are unable to afford costs such as uniforms, school fees, and transportation. (4) 
Violence originating from gang activity also presents barriers to access for both children and educators. (1,4) 

II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR CHILD LABOR
Honduras has ratified all key international conventions concerning child labor (Table 3).

Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification

ILO C. 138, Minimum Age

ILO C. 182, Worst Forms of Child Labor

UN CRC

UN CRC Optional Protocol on Armed Conflict

UN CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in Persons

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity (Cont.)
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The government has established laws and regulations related to child labor (Table 4). However, gaps exist in 
Honduras’ legal framework to adequately protect children from the worst forms of child labor, including the 
minimum age for work compared to the compulsory education age.

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets 
International 
Standards

Age Legislation

Minimum Age for Work Yes 14 Article 120 of the Code on Childhood and Adolescence; Article 15 
of the Executive Agreement STSS-211-01; Article 32 of the Labor 
Code (40-42)   

Minimum Age for Hazardous Work Yes 18 Articles 1 and 122 of the Code on Childhood and Adolescence; 
Articles 2 and 10 of the Executive Agreement STSS211-01; Article 1 
of the Executive Agreement STSS-441-2016 (40,41,43)   

Identification of Hazardous Occupations or 
Activities Prohibited for Children

Yes N/A Article 1 of the Executive Agreement STSS-441-2016; Article 8 of 
the Executive Agreement STSS211-01 (40,43)   

Prohibition of Forced Labor Yes N/A Articles 6 and 52 of the Law Against Trafficking in Persons (Decree 
59-2012); Articles 2 and 10 of the Executive Agreement STSS211-
01; Articles 179E–179F, and 192 of the Penal Code (40,44,45)   

Prohibition of Child Trafficking Yes N/A Articles 6 and 52 of the Law Against Trafficking in Persons (Decree 
59-2012); Articles 2 and 10 of the Executive Agreement STSS211-
01; Article 8 of the Legislative Decree 35-2013 (40,44,46)   

Prohibition of Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children

Yes N/A Article 134 of the Code on Childhood and Adolescence; Articles 6 
and 52 of the Law Against Trafficking in Persons (Decree 59-2012); 
Articles 2 and 10 of the Executive Agreement STSS211-01; Articles 
148 and 149A-E of the Penal Code (40,41,44,45)   

Prohibition of Using Children in Illicit 
Activities

Yes N/A Article 134 of the Code on Childhood and Adolescence; Article 10 
of the Executive Agreement STSS211-01; Articles 6 and 52 of the 
Law Against Trafficking in Persons (Decree 59-2012); Article 8 of 
the Legislative Decree 35-2013 (40,41,44,46)   

Minimum Age for Voluntary State Military 
Recruitment

Yes 18 Articles 2 and 12 of the Executive Agreement STSS211-01 (40)   

Prohibition of Compulsory Recruitment of 
Children by (State) Military

N/A* N/A N/A

Prohibition of Military Recruitment by Non-
state Armed Groups

Yes N/A Articles 2 and 10 of the Executive Agreement STSS211-01 (40)   

Compulsory Education Age Yes 17 Articles 8, 13, and 21–23 of the Fundamental Law of 
Education; Articles 36 and 39 of the Code on Childhood and 
Adolescence (41,47)   

Free Public Education Yes N/A Articles 7, 13, and 21–23 of the Fundamental Law of Education; 
Article 36 of the Code on Childhood and Adolescence; Article 171 
of the Constitution (41,47,48)   

* No conscription (41)   

Honduras’ new Penal Code, which would have broadened, and in some cases lowered, some penalties for a 
range of crimes including human trafficking, did not take effect as anticipated in 2019 due to objections from 
international organizations and local NGOs. Critics argued that penalties in the law for official corruption were 
weak relative to other crimes and that certain measures limited the freedom of the press. (49-51) 

As the minimum age for work is lower than the compulsory education age, children may be encouraged to leave 
school before the completion of compulsory education.

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established institutional mechanisms for the enforcement of laws and regulations on child 
labor (Table 5). However, gaps exist within the operations of the Secretariat of Labor and Social Security (STSS) 
that may hinder adequate enforcement of their child labor laws.
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Table 5. Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement
Organization/Agency Role
Secretariat of Labor and Social Security 
(STSS)

Conducts labor inspections and enforces child labor laws through the General Directorate of 
Labor Inspections, which was created by the 2017 labor inspection law. (4,52,53)  

Public Ministry’s Office of the Special 
Prosecutor for Children (OSPC)

Prosecutes crimes with child victims, including crimes related to child trafficking, forced child 
labor, and the commercial sexual exploitation of children. Coordinates with the National 
Police to investigate crimes and protect victims. (4,26,54)      

Public Ministry’s Technical Agency for 
Criminal Investigations

Investigates and provides technical support for criminal prosecutions conducted by the Public 
Ministry, including by OSPC, such as those related to human trafficking, commercial sexual 
exploitation, and child pornography. (4,18,22,26)    

Public Ministry’s Unit Against Trafficking in 
Persons, Commercial Sexual Exploitation and 
Illicit Traffic in Persons (UTESCTP)

Established in 2018 under the Attorney General’s office, coordinates with domestic and 
international law enforcement agencies to carry out anti-trafficking in persons operations and 
prosecutions. Manages a hotline to register trafficking in persons complaints. (5,55)  

Directorate of Childhood, Adolescence, and 
Family (DINAF)

Formulates, coordinates, and implements national plans concerning children and their families; 
monitors children’s rights, including by investigating complaints of child labor and ensuring 
that victims receive government services; and coordinates state efforts with civil society 
institutions to protect children. Overseen by the Secretariat of Development and Social 
Inclusion. (4,22,56-58)    

Labor Law Enforcement

In 2019, labor law enforcement agencies in Honduras took actions to combat child labor (Table 6). However, gaps 
exist within the operations of the STSS that may hinder adequate labor law enforcement, including the lack of 
human resources.

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2018 2019
Labor Inspectorate Funding $3,300,000 (1)   $3,100,000 (4)  
Number of Labor Inspectors 169 (1)   154 (4)  
Inspectorate Authorized to Assess Penalties Yes (1,42)   Yes (4,42)  
Initial Training for New Labor Inspectors Yes (1)   Yes (4)  

Training on New Laws Related to Child Labor Yes (1)   N/A (4)  
Refresher Courses Provided Yes (1)   Yes (4)  

Number of Labor Inspections Conducted 25,546 (1)   21,949 (4)  
Number Conducted at Worksite Unknown Unknown

Number of Child Labor Violations Found 2 (1)   Unknown
Number of Child Labor Violations for Which Penalties Were Imposed 0 (1)   2 (59)   
Number of Child Labor Penalties Imposed that Were Collected 0 (1)   0 (4)  

Routine Inspections Conducted Yes (1)   Yes (60)  
Routine Inspections Targeted No (1)   Yes (60)  

Unannounced Inspections Permitted Yes (1)   Yes (4)  
Unannounced Inspections Conducted Yes (1)   Yes (55) 

Complaint Mechanism Exists Yes (1)   Yes (4)  
Reciprocal Referral Mechanism Exists Between Labor Authorities and Social Services No (1)   Yes (4)  

In 2019, Honduras established a reciprocal referral mechanism, which directs authorities and specialists in the 
country responsible for responding to child labor situations to refer children to various government-sponsored 
social programs. The government also published implementing regulations in support of the 2017 labor inspection 
law, which created the General Directorate for Labor Inspections (DGIT) under STSS and significantly increased 
penalties for labor violations. (4,53,61) 

During the reporting period, DGIT conducted 32 routine, child labor-specific inspections nationwide. Meanwhile, 
the National Commission for Human Rights coordinated with the Sub-Commission on the Gradual and 
Progressive Eradication of Child Labor to inspect 10 companies in the city of La Ceiba, and encountered three 
cases of children involved in hazardous work. (62) STSS and civil society partners have all indicated that the 
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number of inspections conducted is insufficient to address the scope of labor violations in the country, including 
child labor violations. (1,4,36,63) In particular, reports indicate that the STSS conducts most inspections in the 
urban areas of Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula, while rural areas and indigenous communities, in which hazardous 
activities in agriculture and fishing or diving are concentrated, have had insufficient inspections to address the 
scope of the problem. (64) In 2019, no inspections were conducted in the informal sector, in which child labor is 
often encountered in Honduras. (4) 

Labor union confederations, employer organizations, and human rights organizations have indicated that the 
level of funding and resources for DGIT is insufficient to enforce child labor laws nationwide. (1,36) In 2019, 
inspectors did not have sufficient funds to cover the supplies and transportation necessary to conduct 
inspections. (4) Furthermore, reports indicate that the Directorate of Childhood, Adolescence, and Family 
(DINAF) lacks sufficient resources to adequately carry out its mandates. (22,26,36) 

The number of labor inspectors is likely insufficient for the size of Honduras’ workforce, which includes over 
3.7 million workers. According to the ILO’s technical advice of a ratio approaching 1 inspector for every 15,000 
workers in industrializing economies, Honduras would employ about 249 labor inspectors. (65,66) The STSS 
noted that the number of labor inspectors is insufficient. (4) Furthermore, while inspectors received training in 
2019 on child labor issues, STSS indicated that more training is needed. (4,62) 

Criminal Law Enforcement

In 2019, criminal law enforcement agencies in Honduras took actions to combat child labor (Table 7). However, 
gaps exist within the operations of the criminal enforcement agencies that may hinder adequate criminal law 
enforcement, including the lack of financial resources.

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2018 2019
Initial Training for New Criminal Investigators Unknown Unknown

Training on New Laws Related to the Worst Forms of Child Labor Unknown N/A
Refresher Courses Provided Unknown Yes (55)  

Number of Investigations Unknown Unknown
Number of Violations Found Unknown Unknown
Number of Prosecutions Initiated Unknown Unknown
Number of Convictions Unknown Unknown
Imposed Penalties for Violations Related to The Worst Forms of Child Labor Yes (3)   Yes (55)   
Reciprocal Referral Mechanism Exists Between Criminal Authorities and Social Services No (1)   Yes (4)  

In 2019, DINAF and the Unit Against Trafficking in Persons, Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Illicit Traffic 
in Persons (UTESCTP) coordinated with the Public Ministry’s Women and Children’s Unit to investigate 
cases related to human trafficking, child pornography, and other worst forms of child labor. (4) DINAF housed 
23 children and adolescent victims of trafficking in persons in specialized protection centers in 2019. (55)  

During the reporting period, a local NGO that cooperates with the government identified 277 child victims of 
human trafficking, including victims of commercial sexual exploitation and forced labor. Honduras’ Immediate 
Response Team of the Inter-Institutional Commission Against Sexual, Commercial, and Trafficking Exploitation 
(CICESCT) rescued 23 minors from sexual trafficking, forced servitude, and other exploitative crimes. (4) Two 
individuals were prosecuted during the reporting period for the commercial sexual exploitation of a girl age 17. 
One of the individuals was sentenced to 11 years in prison and fined $48,000 and the other is awaiting trial. (55) 
In 2019, the Supreme Court of Justice convicted four individuals on child pornography charges. (55) The National 
Police, meanwhile, executed 12 operations as part of its Odysseus campaign targeting organized criminal groups, 
trafficking in persons, and other crimes. The operations resulted in 32 arrests and the rescue of 41 minors from 
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criminal organizations. (55) The total number of investigations, violations found, prosecutions, and convictions 
related to the worst forms of child labor in 2019 was unknown because the government did not provide 
disaggregated data for inclusion in this report. It also did not provide information on initial training for criminal 
investigators.

In 2019, CICESCT trained approximately 36,200 people on trafficking in persons prevention, victim identification, 
risks, and providing adequate protection to victims. The training sessions were conducted throughout the 
country for government employees, lawyers, judges, prosecutors, law enforcement agents, tourism professionals, 
and civil society. (55) CICESCT also trained 440 tourism professionals on the risks of child sex tourism 
and convened 32 government and civil society organizations during the reporting period to coordinate responses 
to human trafficking crimes. (55) 

Reports indicate that the level of funding and resources available to criminal law enforcement agencies is 
insufficient to meet agency needs. (58) For example, CICESCT indicated that it has only five staff members on 
the Immediate Response Team and limited resources inhibits its ability to respond to human trafficking cases 
countrywide. Similarly, the Public Ministry was also understaffed and lacked sufficient resources to investigate and 
prosecute human trafficking crimes. (55) 

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established mechanisms to coordinate its efforts to address child labor (Table 8).

Table 8. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role & Description
National Commission for 
the Gradual and Progressive 
Eradication of Child Labor

Coordinates government policies and efforts on child labor issues. Chaired by STSS and includes officials 
from eight government ministries, DINAF, the Supreme Court, and other government entities. (52,67,68) 
Oversees regional sub-commissions, led by STSS and DINAF officials, which implement national efforts 
at the local level. (52,67,68) During the reporting period, STSS continued to carry out joint actions with 
partners under the commission, including joint operations ODISEO VI and Abeono, both aimed at targeting 
child labor in high-risk neighborhoods in San Pedro Sula and Cortes. (4) The committee convened twice 
during the reporting period. (62)  

Inter-Institutional Commission 
Against Sexual, Commercial, 
and Trafficking Exploitation 
(CICESCT)

Prevents, tends to the victims of, and prosecutes crimes of sexual exploitation and trafficking in 
persons. Comprising representatives from 35 organizations, including several government ministries, NGOs, 
and private companies. (69) Oversees 19 local CICESCT committees and implements the Strategic Plan 
to Combat Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking. (35) During the reporting period, 
referred 20 child victims of exploitation to DINAF to receive services such as protection, food, health 
care, and psychological support. (4) In 2019, launched a website to provide the public with information on 
trafficking in persons. (56) Also in 2019, joined the United Nation’s Blue Heart Campaign against Trafficking 
in Persons. (55,70)   

Migration Task Force Convenes several government ministries to collaborate on addressing irregular migration, including 
combating the risks associated with trafficking in persons. Initiated in 2018 and chaired by Honduras’ First 
Lady Ana Garcia de Hernandez. (3) In 2019, First Lady Garcia de Hernandez met with U.S. officials to 
highlight the task force’s work, including focusing on the reintegration of returned child migrants. (71,72)   

Secretariat of Social 
Development and Inclusion 
(SEDIS)

Coordinates social protection policies and the provision of services to vulnerable populations. (73) SEDIS 
reported that in 2019, it provided services to 2 million Hondurans through various assistance programs. (74)  

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON CHILD LABOR
The government has established policies that are consistent with relevant international standards on child labor 
(Table 9).
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Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor
Policy Description
Roadmap for the 
Eradication of Child Labor 
in Honduras

Aims to eradicate all forms of child labor by 2020 and improve the government’s response to child labor issues. 
Works at the national, regional, and sub-regional levels and addresses poverty, health education, and social 
development. (75) Implemented by STSS. (22) World Vision and the National Commission for Gradual and 
Progressive Eradication of Child Labor collaborated to develop a new country prevention strategy (2021–
2025). (4)  

Strategic Plan to Prevent 
and Eliminate Child Labor 
(2016–2020)

Identifies lines of action for preventing and eliminating child labor, including by increasing child labor law 
enforcement, strengthening engagement with the private sector, developing procedures for inter-agency 
coordination, and developing social programs to support children removed from child labor. (68) Implemented 
by STSS and other executive and judicial branch agencies, and employers’, workers’, and other civil society 
organizations. (68) Includes the United States-Honduras Labor Rights Monitoring and Action Plan, which aims 
to improve the enforcement of labor laws, including laws related to child labor, by implementing legal and policy 
reforms, strengthening STSS, enhancing enforcement activities, and increasing outreach efforts. (76) As part of the 
Strategic Plan, in 2019 Honduras began implementing its National Labor Inspection Strategy in cooperation with 
ILO and the U.S. Department of Labor. (4,77) 

Strategic Plan to Combat 
Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation and Human 
Trafficking in Honduras 
(2016–2022)

Establishes national priorities to combat commercial sexual exploitation and human trafficking in four principal 
areas: (1) prevention and awareness; (2) investigation, prosecution, and punishment of violations; (3) detection, 
assistance, and protection of victims; and (4) coordination and cooperation. (78) During the reporting period, 
STSS participated in the Latin American and Caribbean Free of Child Labor Regional Initiative, an effort to 
strengthen coordination in the elimination of child labor, forced labor, and human trafficking. (4)  

National Labor Inspection 
Strategy †

Aims to adopt a results-driven focus to the overhaul of Honduras’ labor inspection processes. Highlights child 
labor inspections as a priority for targeting and evaluation, and identifies other groups vulnerable to labor 
exploitation, such as indigenous and rural communities. It was finalized in December of 2018 and implemented in 
2019. (77)  

U.S.–Honduras Labor 
Rights Monitoring and 
Action Plan

Aims to improve the enforcement of labor laws, including laws related to child labor, by implementing legal and 
policy reforms, strengthening the STSS, enhancing enforcement activities, and increasing outreach efforts. (76) In 
2019, Honduras established a reciprocal referral mechanism as part of the plan. (4) The action plan was extended 
through 2019 and extended again for an undetermined period into 2020. (82)  

† Policy was approved during the reporting period. 
‡ The government had other policies that may have addressed child labor issues or had an impact on child labor. (79-81,83-87)      

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR
In 2019, the government funded and participated in programs that include the goal of eliminating or preventing 
child labor (Table 10). However, gaps exist in these social programs, including the adequacy of programs to 
address the full scope of the problem.

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor
Program Description
Better Life Voucher (Bono Vida 
Mejor)†

Conditional cash transfer program that aims to reduce poverty by providing financial assistance to 
households after parents ensure their children participate in health, education, nutrition, and other 
programs. (39,88) The Honduran government announced that it succeeded in distributing approximately 
$20 million in cash transfers during the reporting period. (89)  

Program to Combat Child 
Forced Begging†

DINAF program that identifies and rescues children who are subjected to forced begging and raises 
awareness of child forced begging through media. (64,90) DINAF indicated during the reporting period that 
it had initiated a collaborative program with UNICEF to begin formally registering children who receive 
comprehensive care to obtain better statistics on the number of street children in Honduras. (90)  

Program for the Reintegration 
of Returned Unaccompanied 
Migrant Children†

Government program that assists unaccompanied migrant children who have been returned to Honduras. 
Implemented by the National Institute for Migration, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, DINAF, SEDIS, and 
the National Center for Social Sector Information. (91) In 2019, Honduras hosted the regional summit of 
experts on the Return and Adequate and Comprehensive Reintegration of Child and Adolescent Migrants 
in Northern Central America, Mexico, and the United States. Honduras was chosen as the host because of 
its work on the issue through its return and reintegration program. (92)  

Program to Prevent Sex 
Tourism Involving Children and 
Adolescents†

Government program that aims to raise awareness and provide training on sex tourism for the tourism 
industry. Implemented by the Honduran Tourist Board, the Ministry of Tourism, and the Honduras Tourism 
Institute. (93) In 2019, Honduras hosted local and regional government ministries, law enforcement 
personnel, and tourism industry representatives in Roatan for a day-long training on the Prevention of 
Child and Adolescent Sexual Exploitation in Tourism. (94) 
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Program Description
USDOL-Funded Projects USDOL projects that aim to eliminate child labor through direct services to Honduran youth, capacity 

building with the Honduran government, and technical assistance to businesses. These projects include: 
$2 million Addressing Child Labor and Forced Labor in the Coffee Supply Chain in Honduras (2017–
2020); $16.5 million Youth Pathways Central America (2015–2020); and $8.7 million Bright Futures (2014–
2019). During the reporting period, Bright Futures established 87 Child Labor Prevention Committees in 
various municipalities to work at a local level to monitor and prevent child labor abuses. (4) Additional 
information is available on the USDOL website.

† Program is funded by the Government of Honduras. 
‡The government had other social programs that may have included the goal of eliminating or preventing child labor. (67) 

Although the Government of Honduras funds or participates in social programs to address child labor, research 
did not identify programs that specifically target children working in sectors, such as fishing, mining, and domestic 
work, or that address the illegal recruitment of children into gang-related activities. In addition, social programs 
that address child labor in agriculture do not appear to be sufficient to address the scope of the problem 
nationwide.

VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR
Based on the reporting above, suggested actions are identified that would advance the elimination of child labor 
in Honduras (Table 11).

Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor

Area Suggested Action Year(s) 
Suggested

Legal 
Framework

Raise the minimum working age of 14 to conform to the compulsory education age of 17. 2018 – 2019

Enforcement Ensure that labor and criminal law enforcement agencies have sufficient funding and resources to carry 
out their mandates nationwide.

2010 – 2019

Increase the number of labor inspectors to meet ILO’s technical advice. 2010 – 2019
Carry out labor inspections in areas in which child labor is prevalent, such as rural areas, the informal 
sector, and indigenous communities in which children engage in agriculture and fishing or diving.

2017 – 2019

Ensure that all labor inspectors receive adequate training on child labor issues. 2014 – 2019
Provide complete information on labor law enforcement efforts related to the worst forms of child labor, 
such as the number of worksite inspections conducted and number of child labor violations identified.

2019

Provide complete information on criminal efforts related to the worst forms of child labor, such as 
training for new investigators, total number of investigations conducted, violations found, prosecutions 
initiated, and number of convictions obtained.

2015 – 2019

Social 
Programs

Increase access to education by increasing funding to schools, building more schools, particularly in rural 
areas, enhancing efforts to protect students from gang recruitment and violence, and removing barriers 
such as school fees and costs for uniforms, and transportation.

2014 – 2019

Expand social programs that address child labor in agriculture and create programs to assist children 
engaged in child labor in fishing, mining, domestic service, and illicit gang activity.

2009 – 2019

Ensure social programs reach the children who are most vulnerable to child labor, including children of 
African descent and indigenous children.

2017 – 2019

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor (Cont.)



Honduras
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

92019 FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

REFERENCES
1 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. March 6, 2019. 
2 Instituto Nacional de Estadística. Encuesta de Hogares de Propósitos 

Múltiples (EPHPM) 2016 Cuadros de Trabajo Infantil. October 20, 2016.  
http://170.238.108.227/binhnd/RpWebEngine.exe/
Portal?BASE=EPH2016&lang=ESP.

3 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting (TIP). March 18, 2019. 
4 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. February 19, 2020. Source on file. 
5 U.S. Department of State. Trafficking in Persons Report- 2019: 

Honduras. Washington, DC, June 20, 2019  
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-trafficking-in-persons-report-2/
honduras/.

6 UNESCO Institute for Statistics. Gross intake ratio to the last grade 
of primary education, both sexes (%). Accessed March 2020. For more 
information, please see “Children’s Work and Education Statistics: 
Sources and Definitions” in the Reference Materials section of this 
report. http://data.uis.unesco.org/.

7 ILO. Analysis of Child Economic Activity and School Attendance 
Statistics from National Household or Child Labor Surveys. Original 
data from Encuesta Permanente de Hogares de Propositos Multiples 
(EPHPM), 2018. Analysis received March 2020. Please see “Children’s 
Work and Education Statistics: Sources and Definitions” in the 
Reference Materials section of this report. 

8 El Heraldo. Apenas 432 empresas registradas como libres de trabajo 
infantil. September 9, 2015.  
https://www.elheraldo.hn/alfrente/878362-209/apenas-432-empresas-
registradas-como-libres-de-trabajo-infantil.

9 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. November 7, 2017. 
10 UCW. Entendiendo las dinámicas del trabajo infantil en América Central 

y la República Dominicana. November 2017. Source on file. 
11 Government of Honduras, Secretaría de Trabajo y Seguridad 

Social. Desarrollan taller para erradicar trabajo infantil en 
Intibucá. March 7, 2017.  
http://www.trabajo.gob.hn/desarrollan-taller-para-erradicar-trabajo-
infantil-en-intibuca/.

12 Diario El Heraldo. La Agricultura Promueve el Trabajo Infantil en el Sur 
de Honduras. Namasigue. June 11, 2019.  
https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1292199-466/la-agricultura-promueve-el-
trabajo-infantil-en-el-sur-de-honduras.

13 Mejia, Alvaro. Niños viven atrapados por el trabajo infantil en 
Honduras. Tegucigalpa: Diario El Heraldo. June 10. 2019.  
https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1291889-466/niños-viven-atrapados-por-
el-trabajo-infantil-en-honduras.

14 El Heraldo. El sostenimiento del hogar recae en niños 
trabajadores. September 6, 2015.  
http://www.elheraldo.hn/alfrente/876927-209/el-sostenimiento-del-
hogar-recae-en-niños-trabajadores.

15 El Heraldo. Honduras: Pequeños curileros de San Lorenzo son los niños 
del fango. September 6, 2015.  
http://www.elheraldo.hn/alfrente/876928-209/honduras-pequeños-
curileros-de-san-lorenzo-son-los-niños-del-fango.

16 El Heraldo. Hambruna afecta a la población de La Mosquitia. July 9, 2015.  
http://www.elheraldo.hn/regionales/857299-218/hambruna-afecta-a-la-
población-de-la-mosquitia.

17 El Heraldo. Por 500 lempiras, niños pican piedra durante una 
semana. September 8, 2015.  
https://honduprensa.wordpress.com/2015/09/08/por-500-lempiras-
ninos-pican-piedra-durante-una-semana/.

18 Government of Honduras. Respuesta a Solicitud de Información 
Sobre Trabajo Infantil y sus Peores Formas en Honduras. January 15, 
2015. Source on file. 

19 El Heraldo. Niños expuestos a morir por el oro. September 9, 2015.  
http://www.elheraldo.hn/alfrente/878357-209/niños-expuestos-a-morir-
por-el-oro.

20 El Heraldo. El 50% de niños coheteros laboran antes de los 8 
años. September 8, 2015.  
http://www.elheraldo.hn/alfrente/877849-209/el-50-de-niños-coheteros-
laboran-antes-de-los-8-años.

21 El Heraldo. Mano de obra infantil en la riesgosa elaboración de cohetes 
en Copán. September 8, 2015.  
http://www.elheraldo.hn/alfrente/877852-209/mano-de-obra-infantil-en-
la-riesgosa-elaboración-de-cohetes-en-copán.

22 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. February 29, 2016. 
23 HCH. Menor de 14 años resultó con serias quemaduras en una fabrica 

de pólvora en Copán [Previously online]. August 25, 2017 [Accessed 
December 20, 2017]. Source on file. 

24 La Tribuna. Madre e hija ingresan quemadas por pólvora al 
HEU. November 28, 2017.  
http://www.latribuna.hn/2017/11/28/madre-e-hija-ingresan-quemadas-
polvora-al-heu/.

25 World Vision- Honduras. Diagnóstico de situación de Trabajo Infantil y 
erradicación de sus peores formas en Honduras. 2015.  
http://www.wvi.org/es/DiagnosticoHN.

26 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. January 15, 2015. 
27 El Heraldo. Honduras: Rescatan a dos menores que eran obligados a 

mendigar en la capital. October 22, 2016.  
http://www.elheraldo.hn/sucesos/1010727-466/honduras-rescatan-a-dos-
menores-que-eran-obligados-a-mendigar-en-la.

28 La Tribuna. Casi 400 mil ninos victimas de trabajo infantil. June 13, 2017.  
http://www.latribuna.hn/2017/06/13/casi-400-mil-ninos-victimas-trabajo-
infantil/.

29 Zapata, David. Mas de 400,000 menores trabajan en Honduras. San 
Pedro Sula: La Prensa. August 07, 2019.  
https://www.laprensa.hn/honduras/1308361-410/400000-menores-
trabajan-honduras-organizacion-internacional-trabajo.

30 El Heraldo. Honduras: El cruel mundo de los niños pepenadores en la 
capital. September 10, 2015.  
https://www.elheraldo.hn/alfrente/878801-209/honduras-el-cruel-
mundo-de-los-niños-pepenadores-en-la-capital.

31 Secretaría de Trabajo y Seguridad Social. Regional de La Ceiba, realiza 
operativos para erradicar trabajo infantil March 2017.  
http://www.trabajo.gob.hn/regional-de-la-ceiba-realiza-operativos-para-
erradicar-trabajo-infantil/.

32 Kids in Need of Defense. Neither Security nor Justice: Sexual and 
Gender-based Violence and Gang Violence in El Salvador, Honduras, and 
Guatemala. 2017.  
https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Neither-Security-
nor-Justice_SGBV-Gang-Report-FINAL.pdf.

33 UN Human Rights Committee. Concluding observations on the second 
periodic report of Honduras CCPR/C/HND/CO/2 August 22, 2017.  
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.
aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/HND/CO/2&Lang=en.

34 U.S. Department of State. Trafficking in Persons Report- 2016: Honduras. 
Washington, DC, June 30, 2016.  
https://2009-2017.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/countries/2016/258780.htm.

35 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. March 14, 2016. 
36 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. April 10, 2017. 
37 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. February 17, 2015. 
38 ILO Committee of Experts. Individual Observation concerning 

Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) Honduras 
(ratification: 2001). Published: 2016. Accessed May 4, 2016. Source on file. 

39 Government of Honduras. DISCURSO DEL ESTADO DE HONDURAS 
SEGUNDA INFROME PERIODICO DE HONDURAS ANTE EL 
COMITE DE DERECHOS HUMANOS 120 PERIODO DE SESION 5 Y 
6 DE JULIO July 6, 2017.  
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.
aspx?symbolno=INT/CCPR/STA/HND/28023&Lang=en.



Honduras
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

10 BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL LABOR AFFAIRS 2019 FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

40 Government of Honduras. Acuerdo Ejecutivo No. STSS-211-01, 
Reglamento sobre Trabajo Infantil en Honduras. Enacted: October 10, 
2001. Source on file. 

41 Government of Honduras. Código de la Niñez y de la Adolescencia, 73-
96. Enacted: September 5, 1996.  
http://www.paho.org/spanish/ad/fch/ca/derecho27.pdf.

42 Government of Honduras. Código del Trabajo y sus Reformas, No. 189. 
Enacted: July 15, 1959.  
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/WEBTEXT/29076/64849/
S59HND01.htm#t4.

43 Government of Honduras. Acuerdo No. STSS-441-2016. Enacted: 
December 7, 2016. Source on file. 

44 Government of Honduras. Ley Contra la Trata de Personas (Decreto 
59-2012). Enacted: July 6, 2012.  
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/90974/105243/
F327431691/HND90974.pdf.

45 Government of Honduras. Código Penal, Decreto 144-83. Enacted: 
August 23, 1983.  
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/es/hn/hn010es.pdf.

46 Government of Honduras. Decreto Legislativo No. 35-2013. Enacted: 
September 5, 2013.  
http://www.lagaceta.hn/.

47 Government of Honduras. Ley Fundamental de Educación, No. 262-
2011. Enacted: February 22, 2012. Source on file.

48 Government of Honduras. Constitución. Enacted: January 11, 1982.  
http://pdba.georgetown.edu/Constitutions/Honduras/hond82.html.

49 Government of Honduras. Decree No. 130-2017. January 2018.  
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared Documents/HND/
INT_CCPR_FCO_HND_32137_S.pdf.

50 RT. ¿Por qué se retrasa la entrada en vigor del Código Penal de 
Honduras? Las claves para entender la polémica. November 6, 2019.  
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/332549-entender-polemica-nuevo-
codigo-penal-honduras.

51 ConfidencialHN. Eliminan del nuevo Código Penal delitos contra la 
humanidad cometidos por militares Tegucigalpa. November 7, 2019.  
https://confidencialhn.com/eliminan-del-nuevo-codigo-penal-delitos-
contra-la-humanidad-cometidos-por-militares/.

52 Government of Honduras. Decreto Ejecutivo PCM-025-2017. Enacted: 
March 10, 2017.  
https://tzibalnaah.unah.edu.hn/bitstream/
handle/123456789/5755/20170519.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y.

53 Government of Honduras. Decreto num. 178-2016, de 23 de enero de 
2017, Ley de Inspeccion de Trabajo. Enacted: January 23, 2017. Source on 
file.

54 Government of Honduras. Acuerdo FRG-011-2016. May 9, 2016.  
https://tzibalnaah.unah.edu.hn/bitstream/
handle/123456789/3410/20160509.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y.

55 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. February 12, 2020. Source on file. 
56 Government of Honduras. Decreto Ejecutivo PCM-27-2014. Enacted: 

June 6, 2014. Source on file. 
57 Government of Honduras. Gobierno liquida el IHNFA y crea la DINAF 

para atender a la niñez y adolescencia. [Press release published via 
juanorlando.com, previously online], June 4, 2014 [Accessed November 
14, 2014]. Source on file. 

58 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa. Reporting. March 17, 2017 (TIP). 
59 U.S. Department of State. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices- 

2019: Honduras. Washington, DC, March 11, 2020.  
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-
practices/honduras/.

60 Government of Honduras. XIV Reunion Tripartita de Avances PMA-
CAFTA. 2019. Source on file. 

61 Government of Honduras. Acuerdo No. STSS-389-2019. Tegucigalpa: 
Secretaria de Trabajo y Seguridad Social. December 2, 2019.  
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/web/leyes/ACUERDO-STSS-389-2019.pdf.

62 Government of Honduras. Informe de Pais sobre Trabajo Infantil. 
Secretariat of Labor and Social Security. 2019. Source on file. 

63 Government of Honduras. Respuesta a Solicitud de Información 
Sobre Trabajo Infantil y sus Peores Formas en Honduras - Informe y 
actualización en lo relativo a prevención y retiro de mano de obra 
infantil en Honduras. December 20, 2016. Source on file. 

64 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa official. E-mail communication to USDOL 
official. May 16, 2017. 

65 CIA. The World Factbook. Accessed March 18, 2017. Please see “Labor 
Law Enforcement: Sources and Definitions” in the Reference Materials 
section of this report.  
https://www.cia.gov/Library/publications/the-world-factbook/
rankorder/2095rank.html.

66 Banco de Buenas Practicas Sobre Inspección Laboral en Iberoamérica. 
Honduras.  
http://bancoinspeccioniberoamerica.stps.gob.mx/Publico/
PublicoFichaContacto.aspx?pais_id=1016.

67 Government of Honduras. Respuesta a Solicitud de Información de 
USDOL Sobre Trabajo Infantil y sus Peores Formas en Honduras. 
January 29, 2016. Source on file. 

68 Government of Honduras. Planificación Estratégica - Honduras 2016–
2020: Honduras, un País Libre de Trabajo Infantil y sus Peores Formas. 
Source on file. 

69 Government of Honduras. Honduras mantiene compromiso 
encaminado a la prevencion y eliminacion de la trata de personas. 
Secretaria de Derechos Humans. May 9, 2019.  
https://www.sedh.gob.hn/noticias3/340-honduras-mantiene-
compromiso-encaminado-a-la-prevencion-y-eliminacion-de-la-trata-de-
personas.

70 United Nations Office Against Drugs and Crime. Honduras se une a la 
campaña Corazón Azul. Tegucigalpa. September 23, 2019.  
https://www.unodc.org/ropan/es/honduras-se-une-a-la-campaa-corazn-
azul.html.

71 El Sol de Honduras. Fuerza de Tarea: Estados Unidos conoce acciones de 
Honduras en materia de migración. Tegucigalpa. August 28, 2019.  
http://www.elsoldehonduras.com/nacionales/fuerza-de-tarea-estados-
unidos-conoce-acciones-de-honduras-en-materia-de-migracion/.

72 El Nuevo Diario. EE.UU. reafirma a Honduras su compromiso frente a 
la migracion. Tegucigalpa. April 23, 2019. https://www.elnuevodiario.com.
ni/internacionales/centroamerica/490643-honduras-migrantes-estados-
unidos/.

73 Government of Honduras--Secretaria de Desarrollo e Inclusion Social. 
Mision, Vision, Valores, y Objectivos Estrategiocos Institucionales. http://
www.sedis.gob.hn/Mision-Vision. 

74 El Libertador. DOS MILLONES DE HONDUREÑOS AUXILIÓ SEDIS 
EN 2019. Tegucigalpa. December 16, 2019.  
http://www.web.ellibertador.hn/index.php/noticias/nacionales/3660-dos-
millones-de-hondurenos-auxilio-sedis-en-2019.

75 International Labor Organization. Hoja de Ruta para hacer de Honduras 
un pais libre de trabajo infantil y sus peores formas. June 1, 2011. Source 
on file. 

76 Government of the United States and the Government of Honduras. 
Labor Rights Monitoring and Action Plan as Mutually Determined by the 
Government of the United States and the Government of Honduras. 
2015.  
https://www.dol.gov/ilab/media/pdf/Honduras_MAP.pdf.

77 Government of Honduras. Estrategia Nacional de Inspeccion del Trabajo. 
December 2018. Source on file. 

78 Government of Honduras. Plan Estratégico contra la Explotación Sexual 
Comercial y Trata de Personas en Honduras, 2016–2022. 2016. Source 
on file. 

79 Governments of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. Plan of the 
Alliance for Prosperity in the Northern Triangle: A Road Map. September 
2014.  
http://idbdocs.iadb.org/wsdocs/getdocument.aspx?docnum=39224238.

80 Inter-American Development Bank. Presidentes de El Salvador, 
Guatemala y Honduras presentan plan de Alianza para Prosperidad en 
Triángulo Norte. iadb.org. November 14, 2014. Source on file.



Honduras
MODERATE ADVANCEMENT

112019 FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR

81 The White House - Office of the Press Secretary. Fact Sheet: Support 
for the Alliance for Prosperity in the Northern Triangle. March 3, 2015 
[cited March 24, 2015].  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/03/03/fact-sheet-
support-alliance-prosperity-northern-triangle.

82 U.S. Department of Labor Official. E-mail communication. March 25, 
2020. Source on file.

83  Government of Honduras. Primera Política Pública en derechos 
humanos y plan nacional de acción en derechos humanos. 2011.  
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2016/10604.
pdf?file=fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2016/10604.

84 Secretaria de Estado en los Despachos de Justicia y Derechos Humanos. 
Trabajo Infantil. February 14, 2012. Source on file. 

85 Government of Honduras. Decreto Ejecutivo PCM-011-2011. Enacted: 
February 15, 2011.  
https://tzibalnaah.unah.edu.hn/handle/123456789/2105?show=full.

86 Government of Honduras. Decreto Ejecutivo PCM-056-2011. Enacted: 
August 23, 2011.  
https://tzibalnaah.unah.edu.hn/handle/123456789/1330?show=full.

87 Government of Honduras. Vision de País 2010–2038 y Plan de Nación 
2010–2022. 2010. Source on file. 

88 Navarro, Mayra. Según estudio presentado por el BID: Pobreza se redujo 
del 71.8% al 59.6% gracias al Bono Vida Mejor Aqui Honduras. May 28, 
2018.  
https://aquihonduras.com/2018/05/segun-estudio-presentado-por-el-bid-
pobreza-se-redujo-del-71-8-al-59-6-gracias-al-bono-vida-mejor/.

89 El Pais. Anuncia Sedis: completan entrega de L500 millones en bonos 
“Vida Mejor”. Tegucigalpa. October 21, 2019.  
http://www.elpais.hn/2019/10/21/anuncia-sedis-completan-entrega-de-
l500-millones-en-bonos-vida-mejor/.

90 ILO Committee of Experts. Individual Observation concerning 
Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) Honduras 
(ratification: 2001). Published: 2019.  
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:13100:0::NO:
:P13100_COMMENT_ID:3959181.

91 U.S. Embassy- Tegucigalpa official. E-mail communication to USDOL 
official. July 14, 2016. 

92 Government of Honduras. Honduras será sede de encuentro regional 
sobre retorno y reinserción de población migrante. San Pedro Sula. 
November 12, 2019.  
https://presidencia.gob.hn/index.php/sala-de-prensa/6538-honduras-sera-
sede-de-encuentro-regional-sobre-retorno-y-reinsercion-de-poblacion-
migrante.

93 UNICEF. Código de Conducta para la Protección de Niños, Niñas, y 
Adolescentes Contra la Explotación Sexual Comercial en el Sectore de 
Viajes y Turismo-Honduras. Source on file. 

94 Diario Roatan. Roatán es sede de taller sobre explotación sexual de 
niños y adolescentes en viajes turísticos. May 9, 2019.  
https://diarioroatan.com/roatan-es-sede-de-taller-sobre-explotacion-
sexual-de-ninos-y-adolescentes-en-viajes-turisticos/hambrezona.


